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why is science communication important? 

Effective communication of science gives people accurate information 
upon which to base decisions. By making science accessible, science 
communicators help counter the misinformation which clutters public 
debate. 

But few people base their decision making on just being presented 
with good science. The communicator’s message must have meaning, 
be useful and acknowledge the needs, aspirations and concerns of each 
audience. 

Jesse Shore, President of the Australian Science Communicators Forum 
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It’s part of a scientist’s everyday life 
Why should I as scientist engage in science communication?  



Marcus Peter Francis du Sautoy, Simonyi Professor for the Public Understanding of Science and 
a Professor of Mathematics at the University of Oxford. 



How can I as a scientist best communicate my 
science?  



Science communication is about 
engagement with your audience! 

 

 
 



keep it simple 
 





get to the point 
 



https://www.aaas.org/page/communicating-engage 

Background 

Supporting details 

Results / Conclusions 

Bottom Line 

So what? 

Supporting details 

RESEARCHER 

PUBLIC 

Scientist and the public have different communication styles, while 
scientists often start by placing research in context, the public 
wants to know the key point at the start! 



get to the point 
 

Focus on 3 core messages  starting 
with the main point you wish to make. 



1. Climate scientists agree: human-caused climate 
change is real. 



2. Climate impacts are expected; there is a risk of 
abrupt and irreversible changes. 



3. The sooner we act , the lower the risk and cost.  
And there is much we can do! 
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Communicating the risks and opportunities associated with 
global environmental change. 
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• many of the arguments about ‘scientific’ controversies are not 
really about ‘science’, and climate change is no exception 

 
• what climate change deniers really oppose is not climate 

science but what they see as its policy implications 
 

• again, understanding that climate change scepticism will not be 
overcome by a more forceful presentation of the science is a 
critical first step 

Worldviews, ideologies and attitudes 



What can I do about it? 



Know your audience and their values so you can frame your 
message in the right way 





Overcome the “psychological distance” of climate change 



https://www.theclimatecoalition.org/whats-affected 
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Don’t focus on “doom and gloom” 

https://www.climaterealityproject.org/blog 



Extreme weather can be a powerful opportunity to engage 
with climate change 



Is the extreme weather we are experiencing due to climate change? 
? 





• It is important for scientists to be able to communicate to the public 

• Communication to a layperson audience is difficult 

• Communication is a difficult skill that many practicing scientists lack, 
likely due to the combination of increased specialization over time and 
the absence of formal training in science communication. 

How can the scientists learn these skills? 
Incorporating formal communication training into undergraduate and 
graduate curricula for aspiring scientists will enhance the quality of 

discourse between scientists and the lay public.  



merci! 
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